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On the other hand, he also resembled Bagehot in
many ways. He was cautious, conservative, and
practical. Though not a man of the world, he was
as Bishop of Durham necessarily a man of affairs,
and, like Bagehot, always wrote with a vivid sense
of the everyday world outside his study window.
He argued for the Christian mysteries on prudential
grounds, shrewdly urging that it is safer to believe
than to deny, and indeed his writings are a quaint
and curious mixture of the prose of caution and the
poetry of resignation.22 Moreover, he tended to
see virtue and truth in dull, prosaic people. He
detested facile, abstract speculation, and preferred
humble and reverent common sense to confident
and presumptuous talent.22 Altogether he was the
kind of man Bagehot would consider " solid," and
from whom he would be inclined to take sugges-
tions. Of these suggestions, which are highly
important to Bagehofs religious thought, I shall
speak more fully later.
Newman's literary genius, his exalted life and
character, his profound religion and dramatic
conversion wrought a powerful fascination in the
youthful Bagehot, who became a considerable
admirer of the Church and even celebrated it in
religious verse. In soberer years he took revenge
with sharp criticism upon the great man by whom,
in spite of himself, he had been influenced and
moulded. Probably he never thought seriously of
becoming a Catholic. He saw the enormous value
of the Church as a repository of religious experience
and an instrument of spiritual government, but he
feared also, as Hutton puts it, " her tendency to
use her power over the multitude for purposes of a